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the environment and economies of California,
Florida, the Pacific Northwest, Alaska, and other
coastal States.

This action is a mistake, and I will have no
part of it. I will not allow oil and gas drilling
off our Nation’s most sensitive coastlines on my

watch. America’s coastlines are simply too im-
portant to our economy and our way of life.

This is yet another example of the zealous
efforts of the Republican Congress to roll back
environmental laws. Those laws serve the Amer-
ican people well, and I will fight to maintain
them.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Latvia-United States
Fishery Agreement
June 20, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Latvia Extending the Agree-
ment of April 8, 1993, Concerning Fisheries Off
the Coasts of the United States. The Agreement,
which was effected by an exchange of notes
at Riga on March 28, 1995, and April 4, 1995,

extends the 1993 Agreement to December 31,
1997.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Latvia, I urge
that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 20, 1995.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 20, 1995

Let me welcome you to the back lawn of
the White House. I believe this is the first time
in 3 years we’ve done this when we have not
had a tent. And thank goodness the weather
cooperated. But as a result of that, we all have
a lot more room to get up and walk around.
And I think it’s a little cooler and breezier than
it normally is. We’re delighted to have you all
here.

I want to thank the Marine Free Country
Band that was playing a little bit before we
came up. They did a great job. And I want
to say a special thanks to David Sanborne and
the Manhattan School of Music Orchestra who
are about to entertain us and who are quite
wonderful.

We’re going to listen to them play a few
songs, and then I want—Hillary and I want to
get up and kind of wander around and say hello
to all of you. I want to thank you again for

coming and echo the Vice President’s words—
we really look forward to this every year, a time
when Members of Congress can come and bring
their families and just relax and have a good
time and enjoy this wonderful place that is
America’s home. I think it puts us all in a little
better frame of mind. And I know it always
energizes me to get up in the morning and
go to work with a more positive outlook.

We’re delighted to see you. We welcome you.
And let’s get on with the show. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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Remarks at the Presidential Scholars Awards Presentation Ceremony
June 21, 1995

Thank you. That was one of the more unusual
introductions I’ve ever had. [Laughter] But I
do have a lot more wrinkles inside and out than
I had when I showed up here, grayer hair, and
a few more scars, which are deeper wrinkles.
But it has been a great joy, thanks in no small
measure to people like those who have joined
us here today.

I thank Secretary Riley and Secretary Kunin
and all the fine people at the Education Depart-
ment; the leaders of the education groups who
are here; the members of the Commission for
Presidential Scholars, Governor Sinner and oth-
ers, who have served so well and who have
selected all of you, so you know how wise they
are. I thank them for their service to education,
which is really service to our future.

I want to make a brief announcement before
I make the comments I have to make to you
about education. Most of the people my age
who were drawn into public service—as I hope
each of you in your own way will become a
public servant, even as a private citizen—were
attracted by the example set by President Ken-
nedy and the people who came into his adminis-
tration. Many people now know that when I
was about your age I met President Kennedy
here in the Rose Garden, 32 years ago next
month. It inspired me and my entire generation
to believe that we should ask not what our coun-
try could do for us but what we could do for
our country, how we could serve.

And when I became President, I asked the
American people to join me in a season of serv-
ice. I asked the Congress to establish a national
service corps, AmeriCorps, that would give our
young people and sometimes people who aren’t
so young the opportunity to earn money for
education but to do it by serving people here
in our community, at the grassroots level, all
across this country. That idea was inspired by
the Peace Corps. And the Peace Corps con-
tinues the tradition of service that John Kennedy
established to this day.

President Kennedy started the Peace Corps
to help expand the circle of freedom and de-
mocracy when it was threatened by communism
and by the cold war. But it has continued
throughout all these years, in countries all across

the globe, to help people solve real problems,
to go beyond language and racial and ethnic
and religious and the political differences to
unite us at the most fundamental human level
in fulfilling our potential. The Peace Corps is
very, very important.

Just a few weeks ago, my Director of the
Peace Corps, Carol Bellamy, had the great
honor to be named the head of UNICEF on
behalf of the United Nations. And now I have
to replace her. And today I want to announce
that the distinguished gentleman behind me,
who has been my faithful friend and aide for
many years and is now the White House Com-
munications Director, Mark Gearan, will be the
new Director of the Peace Corps.

Mark, please stand up. [Applause] Thank you.
I think it would be fair to say that if we

had a secret ballot for who the most popular
person working in the White House is, Mark
Gearan would probably win it in a walk. He
has the understanding and the ability to build
bridges and the tenacity to cross them. I am
proud to nominate him to lead our Peace Corps
into the 21st century, to keep the vision and
the spirit of John Kennedy alive and the dream
of America alive all over the world.

Thank you. Thank you very much.
I am very proud that all of you are here

today, and I hope while you’re here you’ll have
a chance to look around this magnificent city.
I recently represented all of you in Kiev in
the Ukraine, commemorating the end of World
War II and the 50th anniversary of that. And
the mayor of Kiev proudly told me that Kiev,
of all the capital cities in the world, had the
second largest percentage of its land in parkland
and forest, exceeded only by Washington, DC.

I think it is the most beautiful capital city
in the world. It is also full of our common
history. If you walk through the Capitol or look
at the White House or go over to the Lincoln
Memorial or go up the hill leading to the eternal
flame on President Kennedy’s grave at Arling-
ton, you have to imagine all that has taken place
here. The White House just behind me has,
after all, been here now for almost 200 years;
it was opened in 1800. Every President but
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